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International Workshop

Global University Rankings and Improving the International
Competitiveness of Japan's Universities

In recent years, Japanese universities have been increasingly impacted by globalization
and other international divers. From the perspective of world university rankings, despite
many ongoing debates about them, it is true that they have become extremely important in
more countries and regions, including Asia. The influence of prominent world university
rankings has exerted growing impacts on universities worldwide in an increasing variety of
ways such as outbound student demand; recruitment of both international students and
faculty; introduction of more favorable governance systems; and even improvement of the
quality of teaching and research; etc. According to major global university rankings, the top
ten universities have for a long time been mainly dominated by institutions in the United
States and the United Kingdom. Although several Japanese universities have been listed as
best institutions in Asia, there are a number of high-performing universities in other Asian
countries and regions that have also been included in major global university ranking systems.
It is entirely possible for universities and higher education institutions from China, Singapore,
or South Korea to surpass Japanese universities in the future.

As one of the measures to enhance international competitiveness of its universities, the
Japanese government implemented the “Super Global University Program” in 2013. Based on
this Program, the thirty-seven universities selected for it are asked to improve their standings
in major global university rankings within the next ten years. Some of them are expected to be
listed among top 100 while others are even encouraged to be ranked in the top ten in the QS
World University or other global university rankings. The purpose of this international
workshop is to address two broad research questions: how can Japanese universities enhance
their international competitiveness in this fast-changing context, especially in Asia? And how
can these selected universities make strategic and effective efforts to attain international
university rankings? By inviting key persons from Shanghai Jiao Tong University; the QS
Intelligence Unit; and the U.S. News and World Report, the international workshop will
examine key characteristics of these three prominent rankings; explain their implications for
Japanese mliversities; and more importantly, discuss with Japanese colleagues the issues
facing Japan’s universities and the measures that can be taken to enhance the international
competitiveness of Japanese universities.

September, 2015

Fumihiro Maruyama

Director and Professor

Research Institute for Higher Education
Hiroshima University
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International Workshbp

In Cooperation with WTOD Global University Project

) Glebal University Renkings Impreving [nterneticnal
Compaitdvensss of Japan's Universitdes
980~ Registration
10:00~10:20 Opening Remarks
Hajime Nishitani, Vice President (International),
Hiroshima University
Fumihiro Maruyama, Director, Research Institute for Higher
Education (RIHE), Hiroshima University
Orientation
Futao Huang, Professor, RIHE, Hiroshima University
MC: Satoshi P. Watanabe, Professor, RIHE, Hiroshima University
10:20~11:10 Presentation 1
“Academic Ranking of World Universities and the
Performance of East Asian Universities”
Nian Cai Liu, Dean, Graduate School of Education, Shanghai
’ Jiao Tong University, Shanghai
H 11:10~12:00 Presentation 2

12:00~13:00

“Universities in Japan & East Asia: Observations, Lessons
& Trajectories”
Ben Sowter, Head of Division, QS Intelligence Unit

Lunch
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MC: Futao Huang, Professor, RIHE, Hiroshima University

13:00~13:50 Presentation 3

“U.S. News Best Global Universities rankings -How they
work, their impact, the implication of the rankings for East
Asian universities-especially those in Japan, China and
Korea”

Robert J. Morse, Chief Data Strategist, U.S.News & World
Report

13:50~14:20 Special speech

““World University Rankings’ and Internationalization of
Japanese Universities”

Hideto Matsumoto, Director, Office for International Planning
Higher Education Policy Planning Division Higher Education
Bureau, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and

Technology

14:20~14:50 Conclusion

Futao Huang, Professor, RIHE, Hiroshima University

14:50~15:10 Coffee Break

15:10~17:00 Panelists : Nian Cai Liu
Ben Sowter
Robert J. Morse
Hideto Matsumoto

Commentator : Katsuichi Uchida, Former vice-president for
internaitonal affairs, Waseda University

17:00~=17:10 Adjournment of the International Workshop
Jun Oba, Associate professor, RIHE, Hiroshima University

17:30~19:30 Reception
Restaurant ‘La Bohéme’ at Faculty Club, 1st floor.

% JOJS ADABHY—REE(CHDIBEEDCEVET .
Parts of this program are subject to change.
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