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ABSTRACT

The accuracy of force production in children is recognized to be less than that of

adults, yet the motor unit (MU) activation pattern, the smallest unit of the neural

system and muscle fiber, remains incompletely understood. This research aimed to

clarify the accuracy of force production and MU activity in children. Eighteen children

aged 6 to 12 and 18 healthy young adults performed the maximal voluntary isometric

contraction (MViC) and ramp-up contraction to 50 %MViC in knee extension.

High-density surface electromyography was recorded from the vastus lateralis and
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decomposed into individual MU activity. Children exhibited significantly lower
accuracy of force production during the ramp-up phase compared to adults (p<0.001).

Regarding MU activity, children demonstrated a significantly higher MU firing rate
(FR) compared to adults (p<0.05).
the lower-threshold MUs in children during the initial recruitment phase (p<0.05),

The increase in FR was significantly greater for

whereas adults displayed a greater increase in FR for higher-threshold MUs during the
later phase of ramp-up contraction (p<0.05). These findings suggest that children not
only regulate MUs at a high FR but also show a tendency to rapidly increase FR during

the initial recruitment phase. Differences in force production accuracy between children
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and adults could be linked to the characteristics of MU activity.
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FEBITRAN L B L THREEOEREEL?S S
ZEPHMSENTVEA, Bl EZ1T) 720 DIEs
fraE LT\ % @B HA7 (Motor unit, LT MU)
DIFEBFREIC OV TUTHFICHBE S LTV,
AWEZRIE, FEBITBIT BB IEMHENEE MU
EEOFBIZOWTHIS NI L2 L2 HIYE L
72 GRS 12RO T EH 187 LR A N8
208, SRR KR ) (Maximal voluntary
contraction, LL'FMVC) &£50% MVCETH T »
TT v T BEeEMEH D RS E5) REE
Foht L7z, MR & 0 B o S BT 5 T
PagEL, s OMUEEIZ L7z, &R X
D, FEBIERAE L TR OBk
I FEIE O D H B A o 72 (p<0.001).
MUEBIZ DWW, TEBIERALBLTAH
HICEWMU O FE KM (Firing rate, LT FR)
a3 L (p<0.05), & ToH)BEMME (Recruitment
threshold, L FRT) & MU (2 3\ T [l £k O 7]
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4 EBY AT (Motor unit, LLFMU) OFEjIZD
Wik, FED DA TSI E o T
WODHIRTH 5.

v NSRRI RIS 2GE, D) Hik
MU ZE1H$ 5, 2) BRICBIH SN TWwbMUDS
KHFJE (Firing rate, DUTFR) 23ins¥2 (L —
FI—=F 1), LWv) EIZ2DDFEENTLS
N5 Y. BB IR O TEENE & A
LNBARBEE LTI THWS LT A
010 4 24 o MU GBI OB #EIZ DV THRES L
7ZERATHISE U, EEBHNFERHPICR S5 MU
FRZKNEREEL TWB A, BRI EIER T
AT L L) RIEHEOBEIIB W CIME S
LT\,

TR TIE, e BELZ T—ED
HETEMICHMSE T T 77y TiiEY
BHL, D) 977y 7REICBITATOIEH
HICTFEDERATENDERSNE ), 2) T~
77y TRETOMUGEIZOWTTFEH ERA
TEWVWDRLNENIZONT, HENIZITEZ E
HWE L7z

1. MRAE

1.1 HERE

TR T &b 184 (4R 946 + 1.625% [6.68 ~
119471, &% 1.35+0.09m, 1A% 28.8 +5.1kg)
& R R K N18% (4EH 22.1 = 347%, B R1.71+
0.57m, 1A 65.2 + 8.8kg) VSARMFZEIZSML 72
WENORED BYE164, k24 TR S TW»
7o, RABEDPSIIFECLDA VT —L Ty
Ly M REBTBY, TEbORNREITOCTIIHE
HEPSEMIIBA 7+ —LFavtkr M %
Bt KWFRIEALVY CFEEICEIX,
KREMRMGHEERIC L - TRE SN (KEE
5 1 2021-101).

1. 2 EBRFH1>

B2 E, MRETRKE T D 50% T2,
70% Tl OEHRAL SN =3I V7T v T B
LB ravefio . HEFILGHT
SRR ARBEMER T (MVC) OHISE % 2 8] 5 i
L, dOREREPGHIHCENL. Z01k,
50%MVC % HIZ & LC, 17F M CHEMNICFEHE
A EMMESEs7 77y TRMEE, 108 H
DR SR ENL T v 77 v Tz %
L7z, RREIZIEMER TS EATH 72012, T
YTy THEOREEIZIE - T2 ~ 3EO#E
Ak L7, EB R O SMANL 2 S 5
JERMAHERZDEEL, 184 O MUIGE) O T I
vz, BTN, EHOREY T L7720
V250 2 R R R AV T H 7z,

1. 3 HDEHA

BEINZHOT— 5%, HEROBMERT
i (TKK.5715a, Prokteas L3, #iE) 12D
FFeonzz7+—=2AF7 v 272 —%— (LU-
100KSE, JEAIESE, Hu0) 2ol s, MR
Tx, RPET B L ORBET 2 90 & L 72 KRBT
BIJIEHCEE Y, T & 38 o 72IRRET, & TolllE
AHEAERL. 74— A T AT 2—H -1
HEREORE GRS 5em L) (FEARDPE &
IPAICEES N NOT—FIEA LAY
7 v 7 (TSA-210, Priftss T3, #iB) 24l
T2000 HzTRE SN, 16y P VFF v~
A V7 ~ 7 (Sessantaquattro, OT Bioelettronica,
Torino, Italy) 12X > TT I ¥ IV T —FITEHE
nr.

Z 7Ty THRERIL, NREOIEEICKE S
nize=% BIZHEER D L3200 7V s A
LTHORL, BAESINZTRERIRY, S 72258
WL 2 X )RR L.
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.4 SBRERAEHEHOEE

EHEREMHEXOMEIZIL, 64F ¥ ¥ A
EEEEM 7 ) v F (GROSMMI1305; 1347 x 551
; EE lmm; FARMEEEE Smm, OT Bioelettronica,
Torino, Italy) 2SS N7z, B ED KA L
LT, MREOKET 26 BEFIMI B & 5 5
M 2 T, RO 3FE 2 EREHID DA,
TATB & O R S A bR 7oA E I L7z
BWOUATEITIZLEISS CTHEL, EE%
KT SNz, BBIIREME<— A b (Elefix
V, HAOGE, ) A7 S oW EkE 7 + —
2. (KITOSMM1305, OT Bioelettronica, Torino,
Italy) (2 X > CHEfF &7z, Bo72BEBANT v
7" (WS2, OT Bioelettronica, Torino, Italy) 23F
BEEAImICEE S, T—AEMHE LTHWLN
7. BEIEGIIHEME— FCTREL, 16E Y
F~IVFF v ANV T 7 (Sessantaquattro, OT
Bioelettronica, Torino, Italy) & H\WT7 ¥ % )L
T=FIEREN, IoF—s LREshz
L5 DAF 713 256 15 |2 1R S 4172212 2,000Hz T
) TEN, NV BT 40 F — (10-
500Hz) |2 & » TR S 7z

1. 5 HeaBERAFERDEN

f#dT1Z, MATLAB (MATLAB R2019a, MathWorks,
Inc., Natick, Massachusetts) % J\»CHTh 7z,
B INLHOT— 1%, 4RO low-pass digital
butterworth filter (# v 4 7 &% 6Hz) 12 & -
TR SN 27Ty TREIZBT 2O
IEREME DR & LT, AT RIS BT 5 55
71 (%BMVC) &5 =7y b OEDEHEFAEDST)
D% ENM (Force steadiness, DL TFFS) %Ko 72,
COFSEFEBHIOLEHMELZRLTBY, il
BEVIE EN ORI RN &2 ERL TW
5. EEERMHER D HH L 72640 g
5%, W) v FORMTHICHEESTLE
R C BB L A2, KIS 59 8 o B AS 5 12kt
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L C, Decomposition of Motor Unit Surface EMG
(DEMUSE) ¥V 7 + 7 = 7 (ver. 5.0.1; University
of Maribor, Slovenia) & Convulsion Kernel
Compensation #: % i i} L 72 505347 % 47 - 72 12
B BB AEETOMUE, RBREELR1LO
WFFEE I & o TEEE BT LE ST, /3
VA A XHAHIB0dB % 2 B MU O B A 53H7 12
HEnzY. EMUIZOWT, FYTT v T
PRI D 231 7 [ OME L ) MU FR A5
S 7z &MU DR O FE KO B I FEH &
NTWB 5T (PMVC) 75, ZOMU O E
Bifi (RT) & LCEFES N/ 10, 20, 30, B
L 40%MVCIZ 51T 5 MU FRIE, £hZENn75
- 125, 175-225, 275-325 B L U375~
42.5%MVC D [X[HIZ 3515 5 MU FR O H L5 2> 5
EFEL, BT 2 XE o HHEOZ LR (A
MUFR) ## L7z (B1). MU FRI38) 5 Bl
(Recruitment threshold, LT RT) D&% 31t 5
729, B SN/ MUZRTHIZADD 7 )V —T
2501, xS A MU & B THe# L 72: 1) RT
7310%MVC il ® MU, 2) RT %¥10% LA I 20%
K O MU, 3) RT °520% L 1= 30% A ifi o MU,
B L4 RTA%30% L) | 40% il > MU.

1 . 6 L g‘l‘

W57 — #1013, FIE + HERE TR SN
ML L7 TV tiEE VT, Zv—7H
DOMVC, fREIZxF 9 5 MVC (MVC/BW), FS
It L7z MUFR: AMUFR % Ib#§ % 72
DI, BEEERT & LT (T vsRA),
WeBRE NN T & LCHHEM ) (10, 20, 30, B
£ 0V40%MVC; 10 — 20, 20 — 30, B £ 0830 —
40%MVC) &5 5 NG 2 T o7, B
B HAEHAERD & 7244 1%, Bonferroni
B X B2EBMEZ AV, E£TOHEIIT I,
SPSS 26.0 (IBM Corp., Armonk, NY) 2 & - T2
T8N, AHEAKEIZ005IZFFE SN,
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10% 20% 0% 40%
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X1 T 77 v ZIGETICBIT 5084 OEEHAL (MU) A (FR) o #7 f]
BOIIFEEG AR L, H0B L OKBOMILME 4 O MUFR %7K LT 5. RWERIE, MVCD20, 30, 3 £ 08 40%MVCIZ BT 52MU FR
#R L TW5. MUFRIZ, ZNENMVCD175~225%, 2715~325%, 3 & U°375~425% D X TR SN HMU FROHREA HEHEENT
V%, MU FR O3jist (AMU FR) (ZB#:5 2 X OMU FRE OZE 2 HEHHE SN TV 5.

®1 AREOFEFHE LSRR, T D% e

Ty KA

(n=18) (n=18) p value
i (%) 9.46*1.62 221+34
HE (m) 1.35+0.09 1.71+057
RE (kg) 288+5.1 65.2+8.80
MVC (Nm) 574+19.7 210.8+57.9 <0.001
MVC/BW (Nm/kg) 20=05 32=07 <0.001
FS (%MVC) 1.80=0.62 0.96+0.28 <0.001

MVC, maximal voluntary isometric contraction, % RV KRR 7J; BW, body weight, A5 FS, force steadiness /] D% 5E M

2. % B
60+
2. 1 mKREHESDEREMS
TELIRARALD EMVCE LU MVC/BW B .
WCHBEIRWEEZRLZ:. 77 v 7REIC ) 40-
BIFLFSIZOWT, FELARANEEL THE E
WES &R L7z (F/1). 32
[
2. 2 EEEAFENERE & 20+
BHIZBWTT Y77y FEP IR S 1
MUDHEERTZ#E21ZR L7z, KAEHEKRLT - .
T b TR O MU AR S 417247, BER 0 -
TRTICAERZIIER S N2 o 72 (p=0.154).
FLUb (968) LA (2358) 125135 MU FR [ Children [ Adults
RT %5 10%MVC #: i ® MU (2 3 \» T 12, MU SEEIEAT (MU) 0% - 8 EBIE (RT)

N = e e S oge = HHCTRTICHEEZ RO SN Do 72,
FR 1235 2 BE x 555 1) 0 58 B 06 A0 et .
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M3 T&% (Child,96 #) & KA (Adult,2357%) 12815
T V7T Y THEPII B B 4 OEBHAL (MU) F8XBEEE (FR) o JiH 5]

BOWRLEZEHEF ) 2R L KEOMIZE 4 D MUFR 2R L T 5.

Inéeraction, Pe 3%050
roup, p = 0.007** _ .
25 Childr’en > Adults Interaction, p = 0.014
25
m_
w _a . =
e B B 'Pé By
[+4 =15
(TH
L= £l {l% =
=
5] g 5 %'
’ 10 20 30 0 = % “
Force (%MVC) Force (%MVC)
Interaction, p < 0,001*** D
9 . 204 —
@ 15-] _
15+
g H
E 10 % E 10
=
2 5 g 5

=

30 40
Force (%MVC)

o—
40

Force (%MVC)

[ Children [ ] Adults

4 SUTTy THEBIIBITS, £ (Children) B £ UK (Adult) OEB)HEAL (MU) 8K (FR)

(A) ByEBEfE (RT) 2510%MVCAi OMU,

(B) RTA%10% LA 1-20% i HOMU,

(C) RT720% LA E30% 4 OMU, (D) RTA330%_F40% i OMU. *, p < 0.05. ¥, p<0.01. ##%, p<0.001.

WEBETEZWb o0, #me LRI
(p=0.050). MU FRIZxtd % A &% B0 FR)HEA

i (p=0.007), T-EHIXRALY L HEIC
HmWMUFR 278 L7z (B04A).
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RT 7% 10%MVC Ll _F 20%MVC il ® MU |2 35
WTlE, MU FR (269 2 BEXSEHEHIOBFER
RHAEANRO 57z (p=0.014). FELHITKA
E0d, 208BL030% MVCOXBCTHEIZE
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Interaction, p = 0.010*
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Interaction, p = 0.046*
L
6 6
n - -
o 4 @
& g
14
; 2- % E
< <
—: I T '2 T
20-30 30-40 30-40

I Children [ | Adults
®5 Fo77y THRERICBITA, FEDH (Children) 3 & O°
KA (Adult) OEE)HLAL (MU) KB (FR) O3z (AMU FR)

(A) BERIE (RT) 2510%MVCAEiHOMU, (B) RTAS10% L\ 1-20% K1 OMU,
(C) RTH%20% L) 1-30%5ii OMU. *, p < 0.05. *#*, p<0.01. **+*, p<0.001.

20% MVC X2 BWTHEIZE W AMU FR %
R L7z (F5A, p=0.034).

RT 75 10%MVC LL 1 20%MVC *:iifi ® MU 12 B
WTIE, AMUFR x5 % BEX SR OAE
LR HAERDRO Sz (p=0.046). T &b iEK
ANED D, 30-40% MVC X2 B\ THE 2K
VW AMUFR %R L7278 (p=0.046), 20-30% MVC
KRBV CIIEEREN RO LN A7z (K

MU FR % 7% L7295, 40%MVC O X[ CId A 7%
ZIXRBD SN o7: (H4B).

RT 75 20%MVC L 1 30%MVC ki ® MU (2 B
WTiE, MUFR 1209 % BEXFEEHDIOEE
LERHEEAPED 5Nz (p<0001). TEHIF
KALD D, 30% MVC DX THEIZE VMU
FR % 7R L 722 (p=0.030), 40%MVC & [X [ T i%

BLrEIRoO LN e o7 (K4C).

RT %% 30%MVC L) I 40%MVC *:{ilf ® MU |2 B
WL, FEBIIRALD D, 40% MVC DX 4
THEIZEWMUFR %7~ L7z (B4D, p=0.001).

5B, p=0.046).
RT 7 20%MVC Ll I 30%MVC 5 il ® MU | 35

WL, TELIFRALID L, 30-40% MVC D
X CTHEIZEKWAMUFR # 7% L 72 (K5C,

2. 3 EFEURINEEDEMNE p<0.001).

RT 28 10%MVC K O MU IZBWTix, A MU 3 % =
FRICH S 2 BE X SSH 1 O & % R HAE R A5 ' 5

OBz (p=0.010). FEBIRRALD B, 10- KWRTIE, ) 7077y THRERFOHOIE
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DRMTEVAMU FRAZH 5N, FHRYICRT
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BWTTEL2MEWAMUFR%2/RT 2 &2 S
me ol
FELRIRALHEKL, 977y 7REDS
505X TESAEWI EDREN, ThbbH
DOEMENL > TVWDH I EARENT (TRT).
INE TORATHRETIE, —EDOH T & M
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X¥MSELT7 77y TREICBWTH, KA
EHBLTFEDDONOEMENS A L ERL
7NOTOMETH L. VL, o777y
T RN S N5 B AL B ORI DOV T
EERCE
TFEHOMUFRIL, & AEOFIXMICE
WTRADE D EBIZE W AR EN (K
4). Mt N7 TOMUIZRTIZED W T4
SN S N2AY, RTICHA ORRITHR SN
T, IZEALEDOXHETT &b DMU FRAE W
RERL72. TRHEORRIT, F L0 ORMAMEC
SN IUHRIFIE X - TR SN B et &
L. FATHRZETIX, T &b ORI BV TRE
SIAREERI 2SR & B L T & A ST
wa Y CoBBESEER OB, iR
SEARAG T A 72O LT R O (AR
£ B FEMNFHOYEIREHE) O L 3
HT 2, ThbbTEbOHmMHEICR NS E
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Bl mEEENE, ERMEMEOIZOICL D EVEK
BEA IR 22 /AL CWb AR T
. FEDIIBWTESMMIC X 2 5B5M 715
RIA L AT T, BORTT TR
(10Hz) I2BWVTC, L) FHOENTEDL (95%)
LY EROELTE L (155%) ISR THER
NN Z EDBFEINRTWE Y oz LixTF
ELOHRTYH, L)FEERVIZE, sEAaRHEIC
X, LD EVWEHETOETEMOFEKPLETH
5 LERERLTND, RIFZETIE, KOG
MEFEVEIZ B9 2 I3 2 AL 2R C & Tnen
B, FEBIIBWTEZEINZ L) FHWMU FR
W&, WiRED A T A EAAEBEN B EEIC Lo T
FHHOT LN EELOND.

FTELDOAMUFRIZOWTHEHT S &,
RT 2MERVMU 2 BT 2 B B0 X % BT,
AMU FRIFKAERES L IRV EASE S
N7z (B5). F& IO REICS U CEA
WIAICFRZZBWMICHEMSETn5. 20700,
B4 OMUIZL o TE ) KRELRHH A2 EEST 572
DIZFR ZHAT 2 A AR 5 T B i REEA
HbH. AFETIE, 40%MVC K TEIE S N7z
MU EE) % f4E L 72729, RTAH VMU IZD W
TELRDLMEPLETH L. LLEDRS, T
YTTy THRERIIBILTFESOMUE, BE
M BWTRE CFRAENNL, ZHEH T o8
KITHES) AMU FROPV/MEWRBER L TWAEZ
EWHL R E R ST,

VI Eoi#ERIZ, FEBITBIT S MUDE) B
CELTRBE52500THE. —KNIZ, T
&L IHEE R ) & S8 2 RO EIRE L X
MAERGE WS T LA S hTwa T
bbb, FELIEEHNIORE SIHFTGT 514
B EROFEBANEWEEINTWS, L2l
BAL, AR TIETEHICBWT L) BWwWMU
FROHEZ SN0, TNODORMEFIET 5
A THo7z. —HT, KIFFEOMKHRIE, T&H
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ICBWTRERHIIEELIT) BIC, #HzMU
REET A EDNTE TRV R, B
AL, FHES ) OMARICHF ST 5 MUGE)IC
¥, MUFRZM AKX ELZ L L, FH-aMU%
BRET2ZLwI2o8F2505Y. ok
A AR R RICEDIE, A OMUD X
DEWFR 2RI %6, FELICBT A MRk
Wo/hSEwkiE, BRI MUOED L YA
BRNEW) ZLEEKRT L7259 . BHIGERICH
5B MU OB B#x 3§ 5 J7ikd 2 £ T
VENTWREWD, ZORBICELTIZE SR
LIREPNETH B EEZONE. L2 LEDS
AWFGEIE, FELARALD VMU FR T
HOBEEEHBMLTWDEI L, ZLTHZLEMU
DEED AT TR WA REE 2 7R L 72
KWFRTRENTz, T EDDENTIO IR
EWMU FR, /NS WAMUFRIZ, FEL D720
DI ML —= 7 LB O ST A L TE
TR EL 2 5. T TIIRAL I L <l
BNERDPELLL>TWnDEENTEY), 20
T2OREMN LT A) = FOBERETVIZBWTIE
TR E R O % ) - X8 58 71 75 L8
RN TwaSTD L LAR T, BES
NTVEMUIZEWFRZ/RT I EFHAL ML %
D, THEFELNRLDKRELRYT A XOMU L H)
BTETCWAWITREEERLTwa. BEDOTL
DIFDOHTA K54 2 TlE, Zeloiihr sk
WED ML —Z Y FREB) ST AN S
Twa 26D e offgiE, L) ARVMUO
FEOATETSINLEBEDO ML —=2 7T
X, F& D OMBNERNOMEE L UEET 5 12IER
T THLI L ERRELTND, KEICHE L
BT, RERREEHNIZLELTA N —=0 7
R TS T LN, RO IEDOIE
TCThHUREMD D L. T2, MRROEREICH
T 2 RS KIS O TR I ER L Tw b & w»
I RICHEDTIE, FEDITBW TP LD

b R O F MR O BIG AL B AL O 563 1 F
HLTWAWHRENEZONS. 4% Ihb
OMUEEPMHETRANEF L L NVIET LD
P, & SITRRE O FHEEE & OBIEIZ oW TR
MR HATOND 2 LD S 2.
AHFRICIRN L O DRAD DS, F—12, K
B LIRS X ) A S O MU B % 5Ff
TR LN TER Do 2720, EBIE & O
SEULHA I & B BRI ORI BB L 52 C
WALIREEDE 2 bLh. TE/IZBVWT, LD
K& B IIHEA R 5 ND POV HRD D 5
L2020 At R EORBEE L DIZE SR
AP S NG, &6, 577 v TiE
O BEE%50%MVC & L7720, X bl
FEClE MUIGEBY AR 22 2 W REME DS 5 2.

4. & @

ML LT 620 REOTEBIIBNT
X, 77Ty THEPICAS NG O EMEES
KRANEREL TH > Tz, MEROERICER
T5E, TELOMUFRIZTKA LI L TEw
CEHLAE LY, BIEMHOBER TEVMU
FRAVER S, Z0#H0O AMU FRICOWTIEK
NEHR L T/hEWZ EATIRENTZ. TNHDH
RiE, FELOMUFBBORRE LT, RALD
LEWFR CIEEI T4 2L TEL 0D, Hir
MU DB B AT AU  WITREME R RIZ L T
5.

B oE

ENGE AN RPN R 3 LR S BVt 3:u uik YN
ARG ET I v b AR = FFEAREL FE <A
FLH L EWFES. £/, KROEmIZS2) %
KEZHNETHEFLIZAL LAR=YTHT
I =74 b NS I E ORISRl A L
RFET.
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