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Architecture Division

Integration of the Old and New
in Historic Environment

Historic environment comprises the old and the new in terms of the tangible as well as the intangible. The
first step to integrate them is to understand what it has been and is at present through academic survey and
research. The skillful approaches are also required to design what it will be. Conservation, rehabilitation and
vitalization are required to achieve the gradual integration. The field around the lab covers the central Japan
where traditional villages and buildings are well preserved. Field is another desk of the lab.

Professor
Toshikazu
Tsuchimoto

Doctor,

Architect,

Architectural Historian,
Urban Historian,

Member of IIWC; ICOMOS
international Wood
Committee.

>> Beginnings of my path to
academia

| attended high school inside Todaiji Temple, which
sparked my interest in historical environments. Around that
time, | read a book by Shuichi Kato called "Art Theory,"
which inspired me to pursue architecture. Since then, |
have developed an attitude of integrating the old and the
new. | have continued to aim to work across both the
history and design of cities and architecture.

>> In the Future

The lab has been mainly targeting the
well-forested area to research
traditional wood construction. Built
environment with wood is beautiful but
fragile. View to the sustainable future
of the environment of wood should be
provided. Comparative approaches
create a global view and network.
Generalized images of the future start
in an individual research.

>> After Graduation

Architect for the historic environment
should play an important role for our
planet. Students are recommended to
work as such sort of architect in
several fields after graduation. The
architect is a skillful philosophical one
in terms of his/her practice and theory
for the fragile built environments that
have been created for a very long
time.

The historic environment of enkou-ji temple city
built from the ancient is one of the most familiar
research field of the Lab.

Small mountain hut reconstructed by T.
Tsuchimoto and his colleague integrating the old
and the new after detailed survey.

Pioneering Fusion Engineering
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