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Engineering Core

Students at the Faculty of Engineering at Shinshu University may know a little about
Matsumoto and Nagano, but have far fewer chances to visit nearby cities such as Azumino,
Suzaka, or Chikuma. Opportunities to encounter the technologies and products rooted in
those areas are even more limited. This project highlights the proud technologies and goods
of neighboring regions and explores entrepreneurial possibilities based on their strengths.

Associate Professor
Hirohito Matsuoka

After serving as a full-time
faculty member at the
Shinshu  University CRC
and as an associate
professor in Mechanical
Systems  Engineering, |

assumed my current
position.
> Beglnnlngs of my path to

academia

At university, | studied screws and gears, but after being
transferred to an industry—academia collaboration section
by chance, | began building connections with many
companies in the prefecture. That experience sparked my
interest in bringing university technologies back to society,
and | eventually shifted my research focus toward industry—
academia collaboration.
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>> In the Future

A university's mission is to develop
people who can contribute to society
and to bring its technologies into
real-world use. By analyzing the talent
and technologies society needs, we
strengthen the connection between
the university and the community.

>> After Graduation

By deepening collaboration  with
society, students can build
connections with diverse companies
and people, gaining a broader
perspective. Career paths vary after
graduation, but these experiences will
be valuable no matter which direction
they choose.

To boost interest in plastic models, we held
a workshop for lower-grade elementary
students based on ideas proposed by
university students.

We prototyped a teppan grill for yakisoba
based on student ideas and conducted
taste tests to identify areas for
improvement. The prototyping continues.
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