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Architecture Division

The next stage of seismic design,

QRZz A E

The next generation of R/C structures.

The Suwada Laboratory conducts research on the seismic performance of reinforced
concrete structures. In particular, we focus on developing technologies and design
methods that can effectively control building damage even during major earthquakes.

Professor
Haruhiko Suwada

Career:

Researcher and senior researcher
at the BRI and NILIM (1989~2022)
Degree:

Ph.D., Chiba University, (2008)
Research Field:

Earthquake Engineering,
Reinforced Concrete Structures

>> Beginnings of my path to
academia

Initially, | simply admired architects (architectural
designers) and enrolled in the architecture department
of high school. After graduating in 1989, | was hired by
the Structural Engineering Department of the former
Ministry of Construction's Building Research Institute.
My serious aspiration to become a structural researcher
began after participating in damage surveys following
the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. This disaster
investigation made me acutely aware of my own
technical immaturity and lack of ambition as an engineer.
Subsequently, | dedicated myself earnestly to research
and obtained my Ph.D. (thesis) from Chiba University.

>> |n the Future

Researching the seismic performance
required of buildings in the event of a
major earthquake is an "unusual" task,
but in Japan, one of the most
earthquake-prone countries in the world,
it is actually quite familiar. Imagine
yourself, your family, or your friends
being damaged by a major earthquake,
and you will realize the importance of
this research.

>> After Graduation

Even if you find a job after graduation
that does not directly involve
earthquake engineering, we hope that
you will always be aware of the
importance of the seismic
performance required of buildings.

Example of damage survey from the 2016
Kumamoto earthquake. (not collapsed, but
cannot continue to be used as is)

Example of a structural experiment related to
the development of technology to control
damage in the event of a major earthquake.
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