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The study of World Englishes, which has been developing since the 1980s, has
recently reached its theoretical limits. Instead, the concept of English as a Lingua
Franca has emerged. This study first reviews the history of a series of studies on this
major topic in sociolinguistics. Then it summarizes the definition of ELF and
previous studies on the characteristics of ELF communication. Next, this study
analyzes and discusses the characteristics of ELF communication by Japanese
people, together with examples of ELF communication. As a result, it is confirmed
that Japanese people use a variety of strategies when using English. Finally, this
study suggests that these observed characteristics may be based on a unique

Japanese identity.
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