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Summary

Over the past two decades there has been a growing interest in the UK in what can be termed the engaged university - a recognition
that universities have multiple forms of engagement with society, and particularly with their local region. These forms of engagement
spread well beyond technological links with industry to encompass culture, health, the environment, social services and urban and rural
development among others. With financial support from higher education funding councils, universities have taken a more strafegic view
of their local partnerships and recognised their responsibilities fo their communities. The presentation will outline the rationale for
regional engagement and the main policy developments in the UK which have assisted the process. Examples of some of the more
significant initiatives to support links with industry will be outlined with evidence of their success in older industrial regions.
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