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A Study on Landscape Characteristics and Shrine Festivals of Shinto Shrines
in Azumino City

Y. Fujii' & Y. Mutoh?
"Faculty of Engineering, Shinshu University & > ORIENTAL CONSULTANTS

Abstract: Rural areas with their abundance of agriculture, life and culture bring about rural landscapes,
which are composed of various elements, namely, the natural element of the local topography, the artificial
element of farmland and settlements formed by the local community, and the cultural element of history
and local entertainments. Among rural landscapes, the Shinto shrines have taken on a cultural landscape
which has been sanctified in an integrated manner with surrounding environment as a space of shrine
forests and the shrine festivals. In this study we analyzed the landscape characteristics of individual Shinto
shrines and the content of shrine festivals within the sphere of shrine parishioner in Azumino City, and we
investigated the whole concept of the district shrines. As a result, we obtained the following conclusions.
The Shinto shrines have been woven into the living sphere of local residents in Azumino City. The shrine
forests are large in area and assume the role of district landmark. The maintenance of shrines and shrine
festivals leads to not only the preserve the identity of traditional cultures but also the support and progress

of local communities by making use of the ceremonious-showy landscape.
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