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Citizen’s Movement for Realizing Food Security and Environmental Conservation
based on ‘Think Globally, Act Locally’ Philosophy.

— Cases of Organizations in Canada Working for Seed and Food Sovereignty —

Y. Nishikawa' & K Nemoto’

'Graduate School of International Development, Nagoya University

& *Graduate School of Agriculture, Shinshu University

Abstract: Pat Mooney’s classical essay titled ‘Seeds of the Earth, A Private or Public Resources’ has been
an inspiring message for those who are struggling to re-establish Food and Seed Sovereignty both in
developed and developing countries. Inspired by this essay, the authors carried out field visits to various
organizations in Canada, home of Mooney, in order to analyze mechanisms integrating Mooney’s idea in
practical activities for food security and environment conservation in different context both at home and in
foreign countries.

Those organizations are, 1) ETC group, an advocacy NGO working for conservation and advancement of
ecological /cultural diversity and human rights, 2) International Development Research Council, a
governmental research agency working for research in the field of application of science, technologies and
knowledge for developing countries, 3) USC Canada, an NGO working for sustainable management of
seeds in communities based on the philosophy of rights, resilience and respects, 4) Foodgrains Bank, an
networking NGO of farmers organizations based in Manitoba, mainly working for hunger free world and
food security, 5) Wiens Shared Farm, a Community Shared Agriculture farm linking consumers and
producers to re-establish their relations.

Some of the preliminary findings are 1) Seeds provision is an integral part of food security and sovereignty,
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2) Vertical collaboration between government sector and citizen’s sector and horizontal collaboration

among farmers in Canada and in developing countries have been simultaneously established 3)’Think

globally, Act locally’ philosophy has been embodied through activities both at home and abroad.

However, further study is suggested to investigate how and why assistance in seed self reliance has been

declined recently in ODA program in spite of such magnitude of movement seeking for seed and food

sovereignty in Canada.

X—U— [ BF, T, SRR, S
Keywords: Canada, seeds, food security, food sovereignty
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