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A Prevalence Study of Children Suffering from Bronchial Asthma with Special Emphasis on the Possible
Relationship with “Chironomid Asthma” in Lake Suwa Area
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Kimio HIRABAYASHI® Haruyasu FUJITA‘“
Y Suwa/ Okaya Health Center, Nagano Prefectural Government,
D Department of Public Health, Shinshu University School of Medicine,
¥ Department of Hygiene, Shinshu University School of Medecine,
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Abstract : The present study aims to examine the possible relationship between the prevalence of bronchial
asthma among children and the area damage made by adult chironomid in Lake Suwa Area where has been
notorious with environmental hazard through massive occurrence of adult chironomid several periods in a year.
The inquiry survey for the children aged five (ca. 1,200) of all kindergardens in the area was carried out
through the written answer made by their parents, and some 90 percent of all examiness was obtainable for
the examination of quessionaire on the present subject.

The possible identification of bronchial asthma was made through the diagnois made by their attending
physicians. The prevalence of this illness among children was 8.8 percent being moderate so far as existent
statistics concerned.

Among major findings in the study, it was clarified that the area distribution of children with possible
bronchial asthma was not in accordance with the area damage degree made by adult chironomid which was

studied in the same area one year ago.
It would be required that the further study on the immunologic findings on chironomid antigen among children
in the area should be explored before our final conclusion on the present subject.

‘Key words Bronchial Asthma, Chironomid Asthma, Inquiry Survey, Children Study, Environmental Factor.
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