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Concentration of Elements in Grass
— Intercomparison of Analytical Values between Neutron Activation Anaylysis and Atomic

Absorption Spectrophotometry ——

Hiroshi DANBARA, Shigeaki TATEISHI, Takuo BABA
Faculty of Agriculture, Shinshu University

Abstract : Many elements (Na, K, Mg, Ca, ===~ etc) in biological materials have been deternmined usually by
atomic absorption spectrophotometry (AAS), as it is easer than other methods. However,thermal neutron
activation analysis (NAA) is able to obtain the data of these elements concentration simaltaneously when other
many elements are determined. This striking feature is charmful for our pourpose. Thus the analytical data
of elements (Na, K, Mg, Ca, Mn, Fe, and Zn) concentration determined in grass by these two technics were
compared.

Grass samples were collected from Shinshu highland area and dried then prepared for element analysis.
NAA technics was perfdrmed at the Research Reactor Institute, Kyoto University and AAS instrument was

used in Shinshu University.
As the result, six elements (Mg, K, Ca, Mn, Fe and Zn) concentration showed almost equal values

determined with NAA and AAS menthod, but Na presented NAA < AAS.
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Fig.1. Correlation of analytical data between
NAA and AAS
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Table 1 Concentration of elements in grass (ppm/dry matter)

Grass Na Mg K

No. Anal Name NAA AAS NAA AAS NAA AAS
1 I X 44 .02 170.50 3582.00 4481 .60 17400 12876
2 INTH T a 22.80 283.20 1677.00 2552.40 12980 12308
3 7L EOV 22.26 203.10 2640.00 3187.50 8268 7563
4 Ho7e=z FY 40.20 91.10 4225 .00 7471.50 15240 14533
5 XX G T 26.48 122.20 2700.00 3038.70 15600 14216
6 LE T 51.49 108.20 3965.00 6077.50 9023 9064
7 T xS T 23.59 226.60 4496 _00 3200.00 8929 10450
8 Td A= I A T 31.44 107.80 2303.00 3143.20 9967 9831
9 77 16.20 70.60 3883.00 3719.40 6052 5179
10 A F 44 .44 376.40 1975.00 1682.90 7219 6577
11 LAY aA 53.17 80.10 1085.00 1229.20 10650 - 13816
12 NI sNE 32.67 247 .40 1054.00 1773.10 7452 7485
13 Pyl 38.78 163.20 3057.00 5130.50 7495 10261
14 X A7 K 16.75 422 .40 1705.00 1005.60 9635 7301
15 2 A xR (var) 27.72 265.00 2478.00 2401.60 8116 7060
16 FE I — 208.10 577.00 3269.00 4107.50 18320 17213
17 FE 56.99 317.40 1411.00 1587.30 9386 9003
18 v X3 A 51.56 146.40 2153.00 2409.10 10350 11431
19 FE' L — 104.20 192.80 1157 .00 1253.60 7495 7956
20 A A % 55.62 148.70 1607.00 1343.50 8460 9765
21 S o 7Y 30.23 137.60 1162.00 1032 .40 6854 10275
22 z 1) 29.95 201.10 1962.00 1836.40 5333 4088
23 -7 L 45.89 306.90 3415.00 1918.60 10740 9919
24 7 K7 38.65 314.30 1534.00 2065.50 5901 4939
25 W SN oN R 47.07 391.00 1524.00 2336.60 6840 6295
26 VI Ry AV < 31.89 219.50 4055.00 3476.60 10840 11070
27 7 /X 61.31 306.80 2667 .00 3393.70 12840 10228
28 Z A F 23.00 313.80 984 .00 945.80 14320 9458
50 bk s 127.30 463.10 0.00 624.70 19220 13543
51 S arxX7 87.49 473.90 2527.00 2886.60 30260 18483
52 XX 65.19 401.40 2767 .00 2328.30 23500 16339
53 A ox 83.01 643.50 3986.00 4719.00 22970 16517
54 A4 FZFY 69.45 589.40 3813.00 5603.90 15120 10046
55 Eabiiay 39.14 209.60 1802.00 1746.70 ‘ 0 1921
56 - A 86.77 275.30 1484 .00 1074.10 7637 3693
57 ZAX 42 .38 196.20 5595.00 1744 .40 ‘ 0 1679
58 e Ty X I 45,00 527.60 2093.00 2428.80 8337 5528
59 I EX 83.39 700.20 1928.00 1878.70 14940 11742
60 X7/ 55.73 526.80 3454 .00 2969.30 11890 6058
61 ExXPa I 57.18 601.60 0.00 1604.40 19000 13237
62 AFT T TRAAX 61.15 239.60 1867.00 1509.10 8462 2441
63 T F N 39.96 371.70 2894.00 1359.90 9137 3490
64 g7V 63.09 166.80 2911.00 4503.70 11250 10780
65 * 5 96.00 166.50 3686.00 4033.30 16570 16155
66 vy 143.60 350.50 0.00 2558.00 7584 7035
67 A FF Gy 72.07 123.20 3829.00 4831.80 14260 15111
68 7 * 124.70 649.20 5977.00 7722.60 36790 26242
69 o 110.90 459 .50 4289.00 4595.50 26390 21990
70 F AN 425.80 566.00 3897.00 3066.00 25360 25165
71 e T I 176.90 690.60 874.10 736.60 11790 6837
72 A YRR 2085.00 2113.30 2766.00 3821.90 31920 23988
73 L e i -4 124.90 416.30 1493.00 1548.80 12710 9850
75 | P AV A S 72.97 398.50 3784.00 2316.90 9134 4842
76 7 A 223.10 909.00 0.00 2181.80 14770 11000
78 VIR B 81.76 450.50 1 2709.00 2158.60 12580 10324
79 T XA T 102.20 235.10 1789.00 3090.90 10720 8859
80 AV =Ry 73.45 573.00 2840.00 3107.30 16110 11985
81 F T X 56.19 203.60 1326.00 1710.10 14840 12093
82 RT7A 7 E—rN— 273.00 540.80 3191.00 3011.60 32530 16395
83 v Ry o—oX— 55.11 358.90 1168.00 1935.50 21480 15524
84 7R 38.32 117.70 1999.00 2138.80 4949 6820
85 AT TN 84.80 442.20 2151.00 2134.90 13830 13420
86 ZA BT 111.80 299.70 3343.00 3086.60 21790 15978
87 SR =P A 7 A 282.90 672.70 2854.00 2871.20 20910 15792

NAA : neutron activation analysis AAS : atomic absorption spectophotometry
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MR % A
Ca Mn Fe
NAA AAS NAA AAS NAA AAS NAA AAS
5690 8361 75.870 76.90 82.280 110.40 19.660 20.40
18960 19231 45.340 64.70 71.430 69.90 14.840 23.70
11690 22813 112.800 110:90 0.000 71.90 12.050 15.90
14820 33257 66.260 67.40 213.100 195.80 30.400 30.10
19130 29340 53.530 59.30 82.710 80.30 33.440 34.90
6241 18861 142.300 153.60 141.800 94.30 30.470 44.30
18270 26667 107.600 53.30 63.510 66.60 23.960 28.60
9636 23421 126.900 141.40 61.320 70.80 11.900 18.50
5353 21657 345.800 263.60 57.950 61.20 14.430 7.50
2478 15943 75.960 66.40 55.370 44.20 12.890 9.70
9571 28327 61.670 19.20 166.800 69.50 20.540 16.00
10860 28041 497 .400 519.60 96.110 94 .80 18.320 23.10
26770 42910 154.200 251.80 180.500 125.90 33.750 31.20
2065 1609 110.900 79.20 50.190 52.20 8.941 3:20
6266 5797 58.420 47.60 17.050 70.30 22.650 16.60
4944 7824 154.300 158.90 94.460 83.10 22.760 23.90
3320 3472 37.310 27.30 140.500 114.10 78.810 54.60
6413 4724 38.030 28.30 182.100 188.90 38.210 38.20
1877 1929 50.190 43.40 308.000 207.30 73.640 37.10
3195 2879 240.200 175.10 206.500 143.90 10.150 9.10
2178 2950 261.700 147.40 98.930 83.50 22.890 25.10
9243 8745 - 131.000 99.60 87.060 74.30 15.420 13.90
8148 8442 605.700 195.70 51.900 103.60 6.472 21.90
32070 30534 118.600 154.00 116.800 121.20 9.887 14.30
9114 13829 284.700 207.40 107.900 109.60 0.000 24.30
30590 21958 166.600 114.40 151.600 105.20 23.690 19.20
17260 20456 251.700 255 .60 125.500 130.10 64.650 60.40
3007 1720 122.800 32.20 92.560 43.00 18.950 6.00
2068 1838 83.870 36.00 147.200 99.20 35.830 26.80
12420 9479 122.100 81.80 394.500 314.50 53.390 38.80
10840 8832 346.700 116.40 198.500 148.50 17.920 22.40
3004 3003 42.070 48.00 232.900 214.50 45.000 34.70
25490 18265 367.700 188.80 244.500 153.50 8.413 35.20
3860 3930 56.310 42.70 190.800 144.10 13.800 6.10
1967 1007 112.800 45.30 146.400 67.10 23.340 6.00
4574 1744 158.400 32.70 142.800 74.10 17.600 3.90
7686 7119 51.870 35.60 108.900 125.60 31.190 20.90
10450 8113 133.100 70.40 292.300 256.10 58.650 35.80
12610 10536 126.300 67.00 254 .800 177.20 30.350 22.90
10250 8022 83.610 43.30 144.300 132.40 26.090 20.90
6420 1775 56.240 13.30 180.200 75.40 12.460 6.20
4710 3173 49.180 11.30 101.500 45.30 13.260 7.30
13470 12093 55.340 50.00 182.000 137.60 29.230 31.60
7285 7801 104.100 82.40 438.600 337.50 5.311 35.10
26000 27475 58.970 49.70 566.500 412.10 15.780 27.00
13790 16106 40.730 56.80 123.100 270.00 12.310 19.40
14280 14757 184.300 167.20 '379.500 718.10 3.771 27.10
10950 11029 66.720 27.50 299.900 151.60 23.420 27.10
12490 9906 76.920 54.20 1131.000 919.80 15.750 23.10
3138 1842 78.370 34.10 120.900 92.10 36.060 10.60
16220 14388 93.910 96.70 5699.000 3372.30 46.270 45.80
6987 6776 494 .800 237.10 266.800 227.40 49.350 43.50
8770 8804 601.200 310.50 212.800 139.00 16.420 17.10
2940 2728 458.600 254.50 43.930 681.80 43.930 36.30
2775 1877 0.000 9.40 142.300 46.90 8.815 1.40
19060 20897 48.580 45.70 132.000 117.50 14.770 16.50
17050 15335 86.990 61.70 171.200 133.10 21.150 17.30
14650 16287 56.920 50.90 138.600 134.30 23.690 21.20
12870 12293 89.700 55.30 388.600 285.80 20.680 17.80
12390 12500 34.080 22.10 165.300 .  161.30 28.190 26.60
11060 13019 70.720 52.60 103.900 102.30 29.420 25.10
2526 25162 6.586 47.60 165.100 141.10 13.410 22.10
9924 9533 1.570 136.10 446 .600 349.50 57.370 49.90
3011 2871 5.931L 56.60 141.400 135.30 18.540 20.50
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Table 2. Correlation coefficients (r) NAA vs AAS
elements Na Mg K Ca Mn Fe Zn
r 0.83 0.71 090 0.72 0.81 097 0.72
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Fig.2. Frequency distribution of A% values
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