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REPORT OF FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY, .
THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR AEROBLOLOGY

During the First International Congreas of Ecology at The Nague,
The International Association for Aerobiology corivened its First General
Aesenbly on Wednesday, 11 September 1974, The Assembly marked the final step
in the procedures to establish the naw Association, which was organized in
responsa to tha growing intarest in studies of alrborne matertals of biolopical
significance. Internstional’ interest in thie undertaking was focused through
the Internstional Biologicsl Programme (IBF) and its Aerobiology Theme (1968-
1974} .

The meeting was convened at 7:30 p.», at The Netherlands Congreas‘
Center. An addreas on “Aerobiology and Ecology” by Profesaor Donald Walker
(Canberra, Australia) and Professor W. 5. Benninghoff (Ann Acbor, U.8.A.) was
presented. by the junior author as Professor Walker could not attend thé mesting.
The paper discussed in turn the ecology of the atmosphere itself, the significance
of aorisl phases in the ecology of terrestrial organisme, and Appuutlonu in

othar aspects of terrestrial ecology. The concluding statement wast

1t is fashionabla, and undenisbly vseful, to base much of
modern scological research on the concept of the ecosystem. It
would be fatuous to pretend that the ecology of the atmosphere fs
something separate snd apart; but it is just ss much a component
subsystem aa {s the ecology of the eoil, a subject which has long
been recognized and atudied in ita own right. The adventures of
.organisma in the atmoaphete have far-reaching effectn on the ter-
restrial phases of ecosystems vhich, if they have not been iguored,
have been asricusly underestimated, Even no, atmnapheric ecolomy
has $tn own specinl attractionsi {t Lm spproachable by modern
methods) it 1s {ntellectually challenging} snd it 1s emincntly ume-
ful. In fact, our welfare depsnde in part upon understanding aero-
biologi¢al phenomens.

At 8130 p.m. the Firet General Assembly of the International Association
for Anrobivlogy wae convened by the Founding Council and Officers, with about 65
meabers present. This meeting was the final step in .the founding of the new
Asasocistfon, In 1971 the International Union of Biological Seiences (IUBS)
invited -the Aeroblology Theme's International Working Group to submit recommen-
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